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Abstract 
This paper presents a field investigation of damaged bridges in the 2016 Kumamoto earthquake. The 
2016 Kumamoto Earthquake occurred in central Kyushu, Japan, on April 14th with Mw 6.2 
followed by the Mw 7.0 main shock on April 16th.  These earthquakes were mainly caused by the 
Futagawa fault and Hinagu fault where surface ruptures extended about 34 km long.  The 
earthquakes killed 120 people and caused significant damage to buildings and infrastructure in 
Mashiki, Nishihara, and Minamiaso areas along these two faults. One of the important discoveries is 
the damage of relatively new bridges, designed by the bridge specifications after the 1995 Kobe 
earthquake, along Tawarayama bypass through Aso Mountains. 
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